
Plumbing Tips Every New Homeowner 
Should Know 

Introduction 
Becoming a homeowner is an exciting milestone, but it also comes with 
responsibilities—especially when it comes to plumbing. Whether you’ve purchased a new home 
or moved into an older property, understanding basic plumbing principles can save you time, 
money, and stress. As experts in plumbing services, Plombier St-Constant Pro and Plombier 
St Bruno Pro have compiled essential plumbing tips every new homeowner should know. 
These insights will help you prevent costly repairs and maintain your home's plumbing system 
efficiently. 

Understanding Your Home’s Plumbing System 

Locate Your Main Water Shut-Off Valve 

One of the first things you should do in a new home is locate the main water shut-off valve. This 
valve is crucial in case of a plumbing emergency, such as a burst pipe or major leak. Knowing 
where it is and how to operate it can prevent water damage and costly repairs. 

Identify the Water Heater and Its Settings 

Your water heater is a vital appliance that provides hot water for your daily needs. Take note of 
its location, temperature settings, and maintenance schedule. Setting your water heater to 
120°F (49°C) ensures energy efficiency while preventing scalding. 

Preventing Common Plumbing Issues 

Avoid Clogs in Sinks and Drains 

Clogged drains are a common issue in many households. To prevent blockages: 

●​ Avoid pouring grease, coffee grounds, and food scraps down the kitchen sink. 
●​ Use drain strainers to catch hair and debris in bathroom drains. 
●​ Flush only toilet paper down the toilet—avoid wipes, paper towels, and hygiene 

products. 

https://plombierstconstantpro.ca/
https://plombierstbrunopro.ca/
https://plombierstbrunopro.ca/


Check for Leaks Regularly 

Undetected leaks can lead to high water bills and property damage. Inspect under sinks, around 
toilets, and near appliances like dishwashers and washing machines. If you notice moisture, 
mold, or an unexpected increase in your water bill, it may be time to call Plombier St-Constant 
Pro for professional leak detection and repair services. 

Seasonal Plumbing Maintenance 

Winter: Protect Your Pipes from Freezing 

Freezing temperatures can cause pipes to burst, leading to extensive water damage. Here’s 
how to prevent frozen pipes: 

●​ Insulate exposed pipes in basements, attics, and crawl spaces. 
●​ Keep cabinet doors open under sinks to allow warm air to circulate. 
●​ Let faucets drip slightly during extremely cold weather to keep water moving. 

Spring: Inspect for Winter Damage 

As the snow melts, check for any plumbing issues that may have arisen during winter. Look for: 

●​ Cracked or burst pipes 
●​ Slow drains indicating blockages 
●​ Outdoor hose bibs that may have suffered frost damage 

Summer: Be Mindful of Increased Water Usage 

Summer often brings increased water usage due to outdoor activities. Follow these tips to 
maintain your plumbing: 

●​ Check for leaks in sprinkler systems. 
●​ Ensure your washing machine hoses are in good condition. 
●​ Clean gutters and downspouts to prevent water backups. 

Fall: Prepare for Colder Months 

Before winter sets in, perform these fall maintenance tasks: 

●​ Drain and store garden hoses. 
●​ Inspect water heaters for efficiency. 
●​ Schedule a professional plumbing inspection with Plombier St Bruno Pro to ensure 

everything is in top shape before the cold season. 



DIY Plumbing Fixes Every Homeowner Should Know 

Unclogging a Drain 

If you encounter a slow drain, try these simple solutions before calling a plumber: 

●​ Use a plunger to create suction and dislodge the blockage. 
●​ Pour a mixture of baking soda and vinegar down the drain, followed by hot water. 
●​ Use a drain snake to remove debris. 

Fixing a Running Toilet 

A running toilet can waste hundreds of gallons of water. Common causes include: 

●​ A faulty flapper valve that needs replacement 
●​ A misaligned float that prevents the tank from filling properly 
●​ A loose chain connecting the flush handle to the flapper 

Stopping a Leaky Faucet 

Leaky faucets are often caused by worn-out washers or seals. To fix it: 

●​ Turn off the water supply. 
●​ Disassemble the faucet and replace the washer. 
●​ Reassemble and test for leaks. 

When to Call a Professional Plumber 
While some minor plumbing tasks can be handled by homeowners, certain issues require 
professional expertise. Contact Plombier St-Constant Pro or Plombier St Bruno Pro for: 

●​ Persistent leaks that won’t stop despite DIY fixes 
●​ Sewer line backups or foul odors coming from drains 
●​ Low water pressure throughout your home 
●​ Water heater malfunctions or no hot water 
●​ Major pipe bursts or flooding 

Conclusion 
Owning a home comes with many responsibilities, and understanding basic plumbing tips can 
make a huge difference in preventing costly repairs. By familiarizing yourself with your plumbing 
system, performing regular maintenance, and knowing when to call Plombier St-Constant Pro 



or Plombier St Bruno Pro, you can keep your home’s plumbing running smoothly. Stay 
proactive, and your plumbing system will serve you well for years to come! 
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