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and perhaps even more importantly to the adoption of the "posthumanist” position propounded by Horkheimer and Adorno in their 1942 essay “Etwas iiber Technik” ("A bit about Technology"). In posthumanist thinking, human beings are indeed left behind as a result of a series of historical developments — the freeing of natural forces from the control of humans, the domination of humans by machines, the de-
idealist reification of human beings as “things” and so forth — but as a result of these developments, humankind has acquired new capacities: “it is no longer ashamed of its own higher capacity as a being that is aware,” hence the posthumanists’ argument that technology, unlike religion, at least does not “provide a means for deception” (1941: 33). Thus “posthumanist” thought, unlike Heidegger’s and the
poststructuralists, is ultimately a form of conservatism: rather than taking the world as it is and seeking to understand it, it sets itself the task of proclaiming the essence of the world by making use of means invented by humankind. For posthumanist thought, the essential human is the advanced being who has overcome all obstacles to mastery of nature and a complete freedom from any sort of oppression. Such
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