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A Nencini's main preoccupation at the time was to
realise a personal homage to Antonio Tabucchi. I
began to learn a great deal about him while I was
writing this book, and for the first time I found that
this kind of blind recognition was not new, that it had
been realised by many others, and I felt a little
bewildered in front of the countless lines of research
that had been conducted over the years. Book
review: Sostiene Pereira by Antonio Tabucchi
Sostiene Pereira (1994) by Antonio Tabucchi
Reviewed by Pamela C. McDuff. In the autumn of
1993, soon after his move to Bologna, Antonio
Tabucchi began to work on his novel Sostiene
Pereira. His interest in it had been aroused by the
presence of an almost identical novella in the
collection of short stories , published by Feltrinelli in
1994. The published version, in a rather garbled and
damaged state, had been compiled and edited by
Roberto Torti, who was unaware of the presence of
the prior story. This novella, translated into English
as “Hold on to Your Fur,” is based on the life of an
Italian journalist, Paolo Rovini, and, like Sostiene
Pereira, is written in the first person. Rovini is the
protagonist of the book, a man who suffered a series
of debilitating illnesses and has become a kind of
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hermit. It was Rovini who, after a discussion with the
short-story writer, gradually begins to articulate his
own voice, a voice that takes on a more forceful and
at times violent aspect. When Rovini dies, the
journalist’s biography becomes a celebration of life.
Rovini, who suffers from both illness and remorse,
dies in the hospital, surrounded by friends and family.
The perequeria (conversation) is the work’s final
episode. Antonio Tabucchi’s Sostiene Pereira is
thus an homage to the first of two literary and artistic
models that are in some ways interchangeable:
Borges’s “The Aleph.” In a radio interview with
Giovanni Minervini, the Italian writer, Tabucchi
explains that he has always felt “the need to go into
the labyrinth.” His encounters with Borges have
therefore led him to realize that “life 2d92ce491b
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